retusa' and 'Chersina scorpioides', also refering to Merrem, instead of 'Chersine retusa' and 'Chersine scorpioides' (Gray 1831b: 9; 34) .
If Chersina Gray, 1831 is recognized as a replacement name for (or an unjustified emendation of) Chersine Merrem, 1820, both "have the same type species, and type fixation for either applies also for the other, despite any statement to the contrary", according to the present Code of Zoological Nomenclature (Anonymous 1999: art. 67.8) . Leopold Fitzinger (1843) formally confirmed that Testudo angulata was the type species of Chersina Gray, but because this species was not mentioned in Merrem's work, Gray's action cannot be considered as a subsequent designation of the type species of Chersine Merrem.
Wassili Adolfovitch Lindholm was apparently the first to recognize that Gray 'borrowed' Merrem's nominal genus, and consequently erected a new name, Goniochersus, to include Testudo angulata (Lindholm 1929) . Independently, John Hewitt reached the same conclusion, creating the new genus Neotestudo (Hewitt 1931) . Later, Hewitt used Chersine (Hewitt 1937a-b) and Robert Mertens and Heinz Wermuth (1955) used Goniochersus, each for the same content. But eventually, the nominal species Chersina angulata was reinstated by Arthur Loveridge and Ernst Williams (1957) -just fifty years ago -and since regularly used, so its suppression would threaten the stability of nomenclature. Therefore, despite the origin of the name as a lapsus, we recommend retaining Chersina as a valid name distinct from Chersine.
In the same paper Lindholm (1929) designated as type species ('idiogenotyp' = type by subsequent designation) of Chersine Merrem, 1820 'Testudo graeca "L." auct. = Testudo hermanni Gmelin' (Lindholm 1929) . Obviously, this designation was unforeseen, and certainly not in accordance with Merrem's design when he created the genus, but this point is outside of the nomenclatural rules. According to Loveridge and Williams (1957:254) In a completely opposite treatment of the similar case involving the genus Matamata Merrem, 1820, Fritz and Havaš (2007: 327) did not recognize that Chersine could be a nomen novum for Testudo. Rather, they argued that the designation of T. hermanni as type species of Chersine was nomenclaturally valid, because Lindholm emphasized that it was not Testudo graeca of Linnaeus and because T. hermanni was included (as a synonym) in the original description of Chersine. On the other hand, they rejected the taxonomic identity of the monophyletic lineage of Testudo hermanni proposed by De Lapparent et al., and therefore overlooked the problem that had arisen as a result of the obvious similarities between the names Chersine and Chersina.
Finally, in a paper dealing with captive husbandry and Testudo horfieldii, Wussow (1916) introduced Medaestia (without formal diagnosis) as subgenus of Testudo, including T. horsfieldi Gray, 1844 , T. graeca, T. ibera Pallas, 1814 , and T. leithi Günther, 1869 . Mertens (1949 designated the type species of Medaestia Wussow 1916 as follows: "I fix it here as graeca (hermanni Gmelin). Thus Medaestia (…) becomes a synonym of Testudo Linnaeus". As outlined by Mertens himself, Medaestia is a synonym of Testudo Linnaeus and has Testudo graeca Linnaeus as type-species. In any case, T. hermanni was not included in the original description of Medaestia, and the ICZN Code is clear on that point (art. 67.2): "A nominal species is only eligible to be fixed as the type species of a nominal genus or subgenus if it is an originally included nominal species" (Anonymous 1999) . Much later, Wermuth and Mertens (1977: 20) incorrectly stated that Mertens designated Testudo hermanni Gmelin as the type species of Medaestia (an invalid designation, in any case), contrary to the statement of Fritz and Havaš (2007) .
Lapparent de Broin et al. (2006) recognized two clades in Testudo. We refrain from commenting here on the status of these two clades, but will do so in a separate paper. However, if these clades should be named, the clade including Testudo graeca Linnaeus, 1758 
